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March 6, 2022 
“Why Jesus Weeps” 
Luke 19:41-44 

Pastor Gary Hamrick 

 

 
In a tragic scene on the outskirts of Jerusalem, Jesus wept for the people who had seen 

him, known him, witnessed his miracles, heard his teachings, and yet rejected him as the 

Messiah.  He wept for the peace that they would miss and the judgment that they would 
experience for their refusal to believe. The truth is God is still brokenhearted for those 

who don’t recognize him! How many times and in how many ways has God tried to get 

your attention?  He loves you and wants a relationship with you.  Don’t miss the time of 
God’s coming to you like most Jews did in Jesus’ day. 

 

1. Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
a. Luke 19:41-44 – “Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 

saying, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things 
that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For 
days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and 
your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one 
stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.’” 

b. Pastor Gary said, “There are many stories in the Bible of people who cry for 

various reasons.” 

i.  Genesis 23:2 

1. Abraham cried when his wife, Sarah, died.  

ii. Genesis 27:38 

1. Esau wept, trying to get the blessing of his father that he didn't 
get. 

iii. 1 Samuel 1:8 

1. Hannah wept because she couldn't have children.  
iv. 1 Samuel 20:41 

1. David and his best friend Jonathan wept when they had to part 

ways. 
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v. Luke 7:38 

1. A prostitute wept with brokenness at the feet of Jesus. 
vi. Luke 22:62 

1. Peter wept after he felt convicted for denying Jesus. 

vii. John 20:11 

1. Mary Magdalene wept outside the tomb of Jesus.  

viii. 2 Corinthians 2:4 

1. Paul wept in anguish for the Corinthians.  
ix. Revelation 5:4 

1. John wept … when no one was found worthy to open the scroll.  

c. Pastor Gary said, “Why was Jesus crying in this story here in Luke 19? … [He 
was] passing through Jericho, and [he was] on his way up to Jerusalem for 

the final time … and as [he came] down the road that [led] from the Mount 

of Olives over the Kidron Valley into the Old City, he [paused] there on this 
road, there on the Mount of Olives, and he [could] see Jerusalem, … and it is 

there that Jesus [wept]. … [He was] overcome with emotion as he [looked] 

out on the city of Jerusalem. … This is not the only time that Jesus [wept].”  
i. Hebrews 5:7a – “During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up 

prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears. . .” (1984 NIV) 

ii. Isaiah 53:3b – “…a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief…” 
iii. Isaiah 53:3b – “…a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.…” (1984 

NIV) 

d. Pastor Gary said, “He was familiar with suffering and acquainted with grief, 
and so he was a man who understood emotion, and he wept on more than 

one occasion, but the Bible only records two specific occasions. … One of 

them is here, Luke 19 … and another probably even more familiar passage is 
in John Chapter 11. … In fact, it records the shortest verse in all of the Bible.” 

i. John 11:35 – “Jesus wept.”  
e. Pastor Gary said, “That story surrounds the death of his good friend Lazarus, 

and Jesus [showed] up at the funeral and he wept.… Scholars have often 

wondered and speculated, ‘Why did Jesus weep at Lazarus’ funeral?’ ... One 

reason could be because he knew … that he was about to raise Lazarus from 
the dead. … Perhaps the idea that he was going to be bringing Lazarus from 

a beautiful place of paradise back to suffering Earth made him weep a little 

bit. … Maybe a reason why he wept at Lazarus’ funeral is because … Lazarus’ 
sisters … [accused] him of being late because they had sent word earlier that 

Lazarus was sick and near death, and if Jesus had come when Lazarus was 

sick, maybe he wouldn't have died. … Maybe he cried … realizing, ‘Oh, you feel 
like I've disappointed you.’ Perhaps, he cried simply because he had empathy 

for people who were crying at a funeral. We don't know. … What we do know 

in our story here in Luke 19 is why he cried in this story. ... We learn that …he 
[wept] over his own Jewish people for their blindness to recognize him as 
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the Messiah, who was their only hope for peace and forgiveness.” 

 
2. The people don’t recognize Jesus as Messiah 

a. Pastor Gary said, “Now, at the time, it didn't look like they were blind to who 

he really was. In fact, the entire middle portion of Chapter 19 … just above the 
passage that we're focusing on, is a section that we traditionally call the Palm 

Sunday story … when people gathered along the streets leading into 

Jerusalem. ... [They were] waving palm branches, [they were] singing, and 
[they were] quoting messianic passages ascribing honor onto Jesus, 

recognizing at least in the moment that he [was] the Messiah.” 

i. Luke 19:37 – “Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice 
and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had 
seen, saying: ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’” 

b. Pastor Gary said, “Now, when they [were] singing there and shouting, 

‘blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord,’ [they were] actually 
quoting from their own Jewish scriptures. [It was] Psalm 118. [They were] 

quoting out of verse twenty-six, [which is] a messianic passage. [They were] 

recognizing that Jesus [was] the Messiah, … but before the week [was] over, 
[they were] going to be shouting for his crucifixion. It's very tragic. … They 

[were] ascribing unto him honor as the Messiah, and yet Jesus [was] weeping 

because he [knew] that though this [was] Sunday, … by Thursday they 
[would] go from ‘blessed is the king’ to ‘crucify him.’ … Jesus [knew] that this 

[was] all short-lived. That's why [he was] weeping, and [he was] not weeping 

for himself. ... He [wept] for them because of their loss.” 
i. Luke 19:44b – “…you did not know the time of your visitation.” 
ii. Luke 19:44b – “…you did not recognize the time of God's coming to 

you.” (1984 NIV) 
c. Pastor Gary said, “Why didn't they recognize the Messiah? …Their own Jewish 

scriptures … predicted that the Messiah would come to Jerusalem 483 years 

… after the decree was issued for the rebuilding of the walls of the city of 
Jerusalem [Daniel 9:25]. …  Daniel prophesied … about 600 years before 

Christ. … [that there would be] 483 years after the decree [was] issued for 

the rebuilding and the restoration of Jerusalem following when the 
Babylonians destroyed it … until the coming of the Messiah. That's in their 

own Jewish scriptures. … Nehemiah Chapter 2 tells us that King Artaxerxes … 

issued the decree for Jerusalem to be rebuilt. … When you add 483 years to 
that, using the calculations of a Jewish calendar (not our Gregorian calendar) 

it comes to 32 AD, the year that Jesus [came] into Jerusalem. … God had 

given the timeline. … Still, they did not recognize him. Still, they did not realize 
that Jesus [was] Messiah, and by not realizing who he was, they would not 
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realize all that he had to offer. That's the tragedy of this story.”  

 
3. Jesus wept over those who don’t recognize Him because of what they will miss 

a. Pastor Gary said, “I'm putting this in present tense … rather than … past tense 

because I don't want us to see this as just an old story. I want us to see the 
relevance of this today. Do you recognize when God is trying to get your 

attention? ... He weeps over those who don't recognize him because of what 

they will miss. … In John Chapter 11, when Jesus wept at Lazarus’ funeral, John 
[used] the Greek word, ‘dakryō.’ Dakryō means ‘to shed a tear.’ … It’s a 

different word that Luke [used] here in Luke Chapter 19, when Jesus [was] 

perched looking over the city of Jerusalem and he [wept] over the people 
who [had] not recognized him. … Luke [used] the word ‘klaiō,’ and klaiō means 

‘to sob bitterly.’ … I want you to picture our Lord on the street that is 

overlooking Jerusalem. He stops there. He pauses, he looks over and he is 
uncontrollably sobbing and weeping. ... He is wailing and sobbing 

uncontrollably over the Jewish people who have not recognized him.” 

i. Luke 19:42 – “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, 
the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from 
your eyes.” 

b. Pastor Gary said, “[Peace] in the Greek [is] ‘eirēnē,.’ In Hebrew, it's ‘shalom.’ 

They missed his peace because they missed him. There are a lot of people 

like this in the world even today who don't have peace because they don't 

have Jesus. There is something quite tormenting in our souls when we have 
guilt and shame and unresolved sin in our lives. ... We're not at peace with 

God. We're not at peace with ourselves. We're wrestling with this, … but when 

we come into a relationship with Jesus, and by faith we accept him and his 
forgiveness, the forgiveness that comes from Jesus brings a peace with it 

unlike anything else this world can offer.” 

i. John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid.”  

c. Pastor Gary said, “The peace that Jesus offers is what comes as a result of 
knowing him and knowing forgiveness and being in right relationship with 

God. There's nothing more peaceful than that. … Oh, the wonder of God's 

peace that comes into our hearts and floods our souls when we are right with 
him.”  

d. Pastor Gary said, “In 1863 the Civil War was raging, and Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow was a famous poet at the time, but a lot of people don't know 
that in addition to being a famous poet, that Longfellow … also … wrote a 

famous Christmas carol, and it was born out of his own despair … He had 

been widowed once already, and then his second wife tragically died when 
her hoop skirt brushed up against a candle [and] caught on fire. ... Henry 
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Wadsworth Longfellow, in an attempt to save his wife's life, tried to smother 

her body with his own to extinguish the flames, and in the process, he himself 
received such severe burns that he … couldn't even go to his wife's funeral. … 

Right after that happened and he barely had recovered, his son, a Union 

soldier, was shot and sent home to recover, and as Longfellow sat by his 
son's bed in Cambridge, Massachusetts, … he heard the nearby church bells 

ringing on Christmas Day, and he wrote this Christmas Carol:  
 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 

and wild and sweet 
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 

“For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The Wrong shall fail, 
The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men.”i 

 
e. Pastor Gary said, “Our peace comes from knowing Jesus. … Do not miss the 

time of God's coming to you.” 

 
4. Jesus wept over those who have rejected Him because of what He knows is coming 

a. Pastor Gary said, “Part of what [Jesus said] here [was] this indictment … there 

[were] going to come days where an army [was] going to advance against 
[them]. [They were] going to turn every stone of the Temple Mount upside 

down. Not a stone [would] be left upon another.” 

i. Luke 19:43-44a – “For days will come upon you when your enemies 
will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in 
on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the 
ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another...” 

ii. Luke 21:5-6 – “Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and donations, He said, ‘These things which you 
see – the days will come in which not one stone shall be left upon 
another that shall not be thrown down.’” 

iii. Luke 21:20 – “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
know that its desolation is near.”  

b. Pastor Gary said, “What [he was] referring to is when the Roman armies 

[would] come in 70 AD and completely destroy the Temple and the Temple 
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Mount, and they [would] throw the stones down off of the Temple Mount 

area down onto street level. It'll be just thirty-eight years after Jesus said 
those words. There [was] going to be a time when armies [would] come and 

not one stone [would] be left upon another. They couldn't imagine this. ... 

Josephus, who was the first century historian, … was an eyewitness of when 
the Romans came and besieged Jerusalem, and he would record … that in 

the course of the Roman armies coming and besieging Jerusalem, 1.1 million 

Jews would die and ninety-seven thousand more would become slaves of 
the Roman Empire. The war of the Jewish Revolt against the Roman Empire 

would actually begin around 66 AD and last until 73 AD. .... When you go to 

Israel, you can see this scene right in Jerusalem. … What looks like rubble in 
the streets … are actually the original stones from the Temple Mount that the 

Roman Army threw off down below to what is the original pavement stones 

… at the time of Jesus. .... The Israelis have kept them there as a lasting 
memorial to remember what the Roman Army did when they besieged 

Jerusalem in 70 AD, and more than what the Israelis think about these stones, 

we know that it is an indictment against those who rejected Jesus because 
these stones were the fulfillment of his prophetic words and … they are linked 

to their refusal to recognize Jesus because in verse forty-four, Jesus 

connects the two. The Roman invasion was directly linked to their rejection 
of Jesus as a form of God's judgment because Jesus connects it at the end 

of verse forty-four.” 

i. Luke 19:44b – “…because you did not know the time of your visitation.”  
c. Pastor Gary said, “The tragedy is part of the weeping of Jesus … because it 

was all avoidable. God's judgment is avoidable. ... That's what's so tragic 

about our story when we, too, reject Jesus because the fact is that judgment 
comes. What happens here in Luke 19 is … a picture of … what happens when 

Jesus reveals himself to people, but people refuse him. ... That's what this 

picture in Luke 19 is painting for us so that we would take warning to realize 
… God's heart breaks over people who don't receive him and recognize him, 

and yet none of us has to suffer the consequences for our own sin if we would 

believe that Jesus is who he said he was.  
i. Ezekiel 33:11 – “‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the 

death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.’” 
ii. 2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is … not willing that any should perish but that 

all should come to repentance.” 
iii. Jeremiah 31:3 – “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore 

with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” 
d. Pastor Gary said, “The greatest demonstration of God's love for the human 

race was when he gave his Son Jesus to die on a cross so that by the death 

of Jesus, if we put our faith and trust in his finished work as the innocent one 
who died for us, the guilty ones, we can have our sins forgiven and know the 
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peace that passes all understanding that floods our souls because that's only 

something God can do. Otherwise, we face judgment that we don't have to 
face because God paid the price for us with the sacrifice of his Son.”  

 

5. Jesus still longs for us to recognize Him today 
a. Pastor Gary said, “When you look back over the course of your life … are there 

times looking back that you realize, ‘That was probably God in that moment, 

in that situation, in those situations? … That was God trying to reveal himself 
to me, that was God showing himself to me in some way.’ … Perhaps those 

were times when God was trying to help you to see him. … Ask yourself how 

many ways and how many times did God try to get your attention, and is he 
trying to get your attention even now? … Jesus is still … knocking on the door 

of your heart, saying, ‘Do you see me? … I’m wooing you. I'm calling you. I 

love you. I want a relationship with you. Do not miss the time of my coming 
to you.’ There was a whole generation of people who missed the time of 

God's coming. ... The great number of Jewish people in Jesus’ day rejected 

him. They did not recognize him as Messiah despite the fact that he had 
fulfilled more than three-hundred prophecies of the Old Testament … and 

despite the fact [he was] doing miracle after miracle, they still didn't see him. 

… How many times and how many ways does Jesus have to work in our lives 
to get our attention? He's patient with us, but he wants a relationship with us 

so that we won't miss out on his peace, nor would we have to suffer the 

consequences because of our sin. He wants you to know his peace, the kind 
of peace that comes from a relationship with him, and he wants you to know 

what it means to escape judgment because he paid the price on the cross.”  

i. Romans 8:1a – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus…” 

b. Pastor Gary said, “Are you ‘in Christ,’ meaning, do you have a relationship 

with him? Please do not miss the time of God's coming to you.”  
 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read Luke 19:41-44 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time. 

2. Explain how we know that Jesus was familiar with grief. (See #1c, #1d, and #1e 
above) 

3. Why was Jesus crying in Luke 19? (See #1e above)  
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4. Read Luke 19:37 and 19:44b. The people were praising Jesus as king on Sunday, 

but what would happen by Thursday? What prophecy from their own scriptures 
did the people not grasp? (See #2a, #2b, and #2c above) 

5. Read Luke 19:42. What do people miss when they don’t recognize Jesus as 

Messiah? (See #3a-i and #3b above) 

6. Read John 14:27. How do we access true peace? (See #3b-i and #3c above) 

7. What would happen in Israel because of the people’s rejection of Jesus as 

Messiah? (See #4a and #4b above) 

8. Is God’s judgment avoidable? How do we know? (See #4c above) 

9. Read Ezekiel 33:11, 2 Peter 3:9, and Jeremiah 31:3. What is Jesus’ desire for all 

mankind? (See #4c-i, #4c-ii, #4c-iii, and #4d above).  

10. Can you look back on your life and recognize times when God was calling to you? 

Discuss. (See #5a above) 

11. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 

 
 

 
i "I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day" - Lyric Meaning & Origin (biblestudytools.com) 


