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June 19, 2022 

“Living Water: The Holy Spirit” 
John 7:1–2, 10–13, and 37–39 

Pastor Gary Hamrick 

 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity—one God who reveals himself in three 

persons: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. In John 7, Jesus 

introduces us to the Holy Spirit by referring to him as “living water.” Today’s study is 
about the person and role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. 

 

1. John 7:1–2, 10–13, and 37–39 – “After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He 
did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him. Now the Jews’ 
Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. … But when His brothers had gone up, then He 
also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. Then the Jews sought 
Him at the feast, and said, ‘Where is He?’ And there was much complaining among 
the people concerning Him. Some said, ‘He is good;’ others said, ‘No, on the 
contrary, He deceives the people.’ However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear 
of the Jews. … On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, 
as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ But this He 
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 
 

2. Christians’ understanding of the Holy Spirit often falls into one of three categories 
a. Misinformed 

i. Sometimes leads to an overemphasis on supernatural things 
1. Can lead to abuses and strange practices 

b. Uninformed 
i. May not have been taught what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit 

c. Well-informed 
i. Have a balanced, biblical understanding of the Holy Spirit 

 
3. Jesus’ introduction of the Holy Spirit 

a. At the Feast of Tabernacles 
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i. Seven-day feast to commemorate God’s gracious provision to the 
Israelites during their forty-years’ wandering in the desert 

ii. The Israelites would camp in makeshift booths or huts throughout the 

feast to remember how God took care of them when they camped in 
the desert 

iii. Each day of the feast, the Priest would take water from the Pool of 

Siloam and pour it around the altar, praising God for the water he 
provided in the desert  

1. On days one through six, the priest would quote Isaiah 12:3 – 

“Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.” 

2. On day seven, the priest would quote Isaiah 44:3 – “For I will 
pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; 
I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing on 
your offspring.” 

b. Jesus used this ceremony involving water to introduce the living water of the 
Holy Spirit 

i. Jesus often capitalized on literal things to discuss spiritual things 

1. Literal bread to explain spiritual bread that feeds the soul (John 

6) 

2. Literal water to explain spiritual water that quenches the soul 

(John 4) 
 

4. The Holy Spirit before and after the resurrection of Christ 
a. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was sent to specific individuals to fulfill 

specific purposes 

b. When Jesus was glorified (after his death and resurrection), the Holy Spirit 

became available to all who would believe and receive 
c. John 16:7 – “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go 

away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, 
I will send Him to you.” 

d. Acts 1:4-5 – “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 
‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, 
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’” 
 

5. The Person and Role of the Holy Spirit 
a. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity—one God who reveals himself 

in a plurality of three persons: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God 

the Holy Spirit 
b. The Holy Spirit has always existed being co-equal and co-eternal with God 

(Genesis 1:2) 

c. The Holy Spirit is not an “it” or a “force;” He has all the attributes of 
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personality: mind (1 Corinthians 2:11), will (1 Corinthians 12:11), and emotion 
(Ephesians 4:30) 

d. Ten Roles 

i. Convicting role  
1. John 16:8 – “And when He has come, He will convict the world 

of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” 
ii. Saving role  

1. Titus 3:4-6 – “But when the kindness and the love of God our 
Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior.” 

iii. Assuring role  

1. Romans 8:15-16 – “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 
we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God.” 

iv. Empowering role 
1. Acts 1:8 – “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

2. Acts 4:31 – “And when they had prayed, the place where they 
were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness.”  

v. Fruit-producing role 

1. Galatians 5:22-25 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in 
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”   

vi. Gift-giving role  

1. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 – “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of 
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge 
through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning 
of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” 

vii. Counseling/comforting role  
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1. John 14:16 – “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever.”  

2. John 14:26 – “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all things that I said to you.” 

viii. Revealing role  

1. 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 – “But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor 
ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things 
which God has prepared for those who love Him.’ But God has 
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God.”  

ix. Guiding role  

1. John 16:13-14 – “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 
He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 
Mine and declare it to you.”    

x. Interceding role  

1. Romans 8:26 – “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.”  
  

6. John 7:37b – “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” 
a. Jesus knows how much we need the living water of the Holy Spirit     

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 
1. Read John 7:1–2, 10–13, and 37–39 to provide a foundation for your Bible study 

time. 

2. What did the Feast of Tabernacles commemorate? Why did Jesus choose the Feast 

of Tabernacles to introduce the Holy Spirit? (See #3a-i and #3b above) 

3. How was the Holy Spirit’s presence different before and after the resurrection of 

Christ? (See #4a and #4b above) 

4. Describe the defining characteristics of the Holy Spirit. (See #5a, #5b, and #5c 

above) 

5. Discuss each of the ten roles of the Holy Spirit. How have you seen the Holy Spirit 

functioning in these roles in your life? 
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6. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 


