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July 31, 2022 

“Patience” 
James 5:7-11 

Pastor Andy Wagner 

 

Waiting can be a challenge. We know God loves us, but do we trust His timing? James 
chapter 5 encourages us to be patient during times of uncertainty. When we remember 

that God is patient with us, we can grow in our patience and learn to wait well. 

 
1. James 5:7-11 – “Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the 
autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's 
coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. 
The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an example of patience in the face 
of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, 
we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's 
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full 
of compassion and mercy.” (1984 NIV) 

a. God calls us to be patient in all things—impatience does not reflect God’s 

character 
b. Galatians 5:22-23a – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (1984 NIV) 
i. Awareness of our impatience will not make us more patient 

ii. Patience is a by-product of spending time with Jesus  
1. John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains 

in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.” (1984 NIV) 

2. John 15:8 – “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (1984 NIV) 

 
2. Patience is the ability to wait well 

a. The absence of the negative—not grumbling, complaining, or forcing a 

situation because of impatience 
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b. The presence of the positive—as a farmer will water, weed, till, etc., we should 
make constructive use of the time in which we wait 

i. The apostle Paul spent his time in prison praying, witnessing to those 

around him, and writing letters like Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Colossians 

c. Everyone is waiting for something—the question James addressed is not if 

we are waiting, but how we are waiting 
d. If we lose patience in times of trial, we are not waiting well 

i. James 1:19b-20 – “…let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God.” (ESV) 
 

3. Patience with others 
a. Because we do not go through life alone, patience with others is required at 

times 

b. 1 Corinthians 13:4a – “Love is patient…” (1984 NIV) 
c. It is natural to be patient and loving with those who are loving and patient 

with us—but God does not want our nature to be our standard; our standard 

is Jesus 
i. We become more patient by following and learning from Jesus 

d. Matthew 18:21-35 – “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, 
the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had 
be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. “Be patient 
with me,” he begged, “and I will pay back everything.” The servant's master 
took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. But when that servant 
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. “Pay back what you owe 
me!” he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back.” But he refused. Instead, he went off 
and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the 
other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and 
went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the master 
called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said, “I canceled all that debt 
of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?” In anger his master turned him over to 
the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how 
my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 
from your heart.’” (1984 NIV) 
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i. If we desire God to be patient and merciful with us, we should be 
patient and merciful with others 

e. Exodus 34:6b – “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.” (1984 NIV) 

f. When we are patient with others, we reflect God well 

 

4. Patience with God 
a. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble,” (John 16:33b, 1984 NIV), but 

most people would prefer a life of ease over inconvenience, pain, suffering, 

and difficulty 
b. Suffering has been present since the fall of man in Genesis 3 

i. It is estimated that Joseph was in slavery or prison (for a crime he did 

not commit) for thirteen years 
ii. Job endured the loss of his fortune, his family, and his health, and yet 

did not turn his back on God 

iii. The prophet Jeremiah was thrown into prison for trying to tell the 
Israelites about God’s plan  

iv. Hannah and Rachael suffered for years with infertility 

v. Hosea was commanded to be patient and forgiving with an unfaithful 
spouse 

vi. Stephen was stoned for telling people about Jesus 

vii. Not only did the apostle Paul suffer in prison, but he faced “a thorn in 
his flesh,” which some think may have been chronic pain that lasted 

until his death 

viii. James was thrown off the temple in Jerusalem for preaching about 
Christ 

c. James 1:2-4 – “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing.” (1984 NIV) 

i. People with patience have often suffered more than others 
d. Trust God’s timing 

i. While waiting on God can be hard, wishing that you had waited on God 

is worse 
ii. Moses killed an Egyptian man forty years before the Lord’s intended 

time for him to deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt—but in God’s 

perfect timing, Moses would ultimately defeat the entire Egyptian army 
iii. David was anointed to be king when he was a teenager but would not 

become king until he was thirty, spending most of his twenties running 

from King Saul who wanted to kill him 
1. Psalm 37:7a – “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for 

him.” (1984 NIV) 
2. Psalm 37:34a – “Wait for the Lord and keep his way.” (1984 NIV) 
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3. Psalm 38:15a – “I wait for you, O Lord.” (1984 NIV) 
4. Psalm 40:1-3 – “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me 

and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the 
mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place 
to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to 
our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord.” 
(1984 NIV)   

5. David was learning to wait well, and he eventually would become 

king, conquer kingdoms, and become known as “a man after 

God’s own heart” 
e. However long you may have to wait, it will be worth it because God’s timing 

is perfect 

f. While we wait, we can either make things worse by taking matters into our 
own hands, or we can allow the wait to build character and grow fruit 

 

5. Patience in the Greek is hupomeno, which translates, “to hold fast under trial, to 
endure, to bear bravely and calmly, to remain.”  

i. God is asking, “Can you remain under a difficult circumstance and wait 

on me until the timing is right? Can you wait well?” 

 

 
Discussion Questions 

 

1. Read James 5:7-11 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time.  

2. Read John 15:5 and John 15:8. What must we do to develop patience?  (See #1b-ii 

above) 

3. Patience is the ability to ________ _________. (See #2 above) 

4. What can we learn from the apostle Paul regarding seasons of waiting? (See #2b-i 

above) 

5. Read Matthew 18:21-35. Why are we called to be patient with others? (See #3d 

above) 

6. How has God been patient with you? Do you struggle to display that same patience 

with others?  

7. Read James 1:2-4. What does suffering produce? Why does James say we should 

find “joy” in our trials? (See #4c above) 

8. Discuss Moses’ and David’s experiences with waiting. (See #4d-ii and #4d-iii above) 
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9. What are some practical things you can do to develop the ability to wait well in 

your own life?  

10. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 
 


