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One of the most vivid and tender stories about God’s grace is found in John 8. A woman 
was caught in adultery, brought to Jesus, and publicly humiliated before a crowd. It was all 
a set-up—an attempt to test or trap Jesus. The religious leaders quoted the Old Testament 
law that said that a person should be stoned to death for committing adultery, and they 
wanted to know what Jesus thought. The Lord’s response was that “Whoever is without sin 
should throw the first stone at her.” All the accusers walked away being “convicted in their 
conscience.” Jesus showed the woman tender grace and then told her to leave her life of sin. 
No person is better or worse than another—we ALL are in desperate need of God’s grace. 

1. John 8:1-11 – “But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Now early in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught 
them. Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And 
when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught 
in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be 
stoned. But what do You say?’ This they said, testing Him, that they might have some-
thing of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with 
His finger, as though He did not hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised 
Himself up and said to them, ‘He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at 
her first.’ And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard 
it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest 
even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When 
Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, ‘Woman, 
where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, 
Lord.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.’”

2. There is a tendency for churches to miss the proper balance of sin and grace
a. Too much sin: They focus on conviction for sin without explaining how to break 

free from sin
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b. Too much grace: They focus on God’s love without any accountability for sin; 
“Live however you want”

c. A “Genesis to Revelation” model of studying the Bible helps maintain the right 
balance, as both sin and grace are covered

3. John 8:1-11 focuses on grace
a. The Bible mentions grace (or a form of grace, i.e., “gracious”) 185 times

b. The first reference is in Genesis 6:8 – “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
LORD.”

c. The last reference is in the last verse of the Bible, Revelation 22:21 – “The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

d. God’s final word on grace seals the entire Bible

e. Grace is “God’s unmerited favor; His undeserved kindness.”

4. Key attributes of grace 

a. Grace is one of the key attributes of God 

 i. Psalm 145:8 – “The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger 
and great in mercy.”

b. Grace is personified in Jesus 

 i. John 1:14, 17 – “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. … For the law was given through Moses, but grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.”

c. Grace is the basis for our salvation through faith in Jesus Christ 

 i. Ephesians 2:7-9 – “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

d. Acronym: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense

5. Background 

a. Jesus was in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles

b. His custom as a rabbi was to go into the temple court area each day to teach and 
then retire to the Mount of Olives with his disciples at night
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c. This day, a large crowd gathered to hear Jesus when suddenly the scribes and 
pharisees brought in a woman who had been caught in adultery and made her 
stand in front of everyone in embarrassment, humiliation, and shame

d. The encounter was a set-up by the religious leaders to discredit Jesus

 i. John 8:4-6 – “They said to Him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, 
in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be 
stoned. But what do You say?’ This they said, testing Him, that they might 
have something of which to accuse Him.”

 ii. They only brought the woman; the man she had committed adultery with 
was missing

1. Adultery was a capital offense in Jewish law (Leviticus 20:10 and 
Deuteronomy 22:22)

a. Both the man and the woman were supposed to be brought 
before the elders and stoned 

b. Most scholars believe the man in this story was in collusion 
with the religious leaders

 iii. If Jesus responded, “Let her go,” He would violate the law, but if He said 
she should be killed, He would alienate Himself from the woman and oth-
ers like her who needed grace

6. Writing in the sand

a. No one knows why Jesus stooped down to write in the sand

b. Some considerations

 i. He could have been praying about how to respond

 ii. The only other time in Scripture where God wrote something with His fin-
ger was when He wrote the Ten Commandments on tablets of stone

1. Perhaps He was writing the Ten Commandments to communicate 
His own divinity and remind the people that they were all just as 
guilty as the woman, as all had sinned in different ways

7. All came under conviction

a. John 8:7-9 – “So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said 
to them, ‘He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.’ And 
again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being 
convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest 
even to the last.”
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 i. It is likely the oldest left first due to self-awareness of their own sin—the 
older people are, the more they have sinned 

8. No condemnation

a. John 8:10-11 – “And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 
When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, 
‘Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?’ She 
said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and sin 
no more.’”

 i. Romans 8:1a – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus.”

 ii. Jesus adds the exhortation, “go and sin no more.” The NIV says, “Go now 
and leave your life of sin.” 

 iii. Jesus gave grace and also confronted sin

b. Romans 5:20b – “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more.” (1984 
NIV)

 i. There is no amount or type of sin God cannot forgive

c. The woman was sorrowful over her sin, and did not need more condemnation

 i. When the crowd disgraced her, Jesus “graced” her

9. We all need God’s grace

a. Many people know very little about God’s grace

 i. Either we are not familiar with God’s grace in our own lives, or

 ii. We are familiar with God’s grace for us, but we don’t think our sin is as bad 
as other people’s

 iii. We are all sinners; God does not “grade on a curve”

 iv. Grace is freely given 

 v. Grace should be freely received

 vi. Grace should be freely extended

10. Amazing Grace

a. John Newton was the captain of a slave trading ship, a rapist, and a murderer

b. He was introduced to Jesus, and his life completely and radically changed
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c. He went on to write the classic hymn “Amazing Grace:”

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

d. “Amazing Grace” was written on a pentatonic scale, which is used for traditional 
African melody lines and only uses the black keys on a piano 

 i. Consideration

1. Perhaps God had a hand in John Newton writing “Amazing Grace” 
using an African method that only uses black keys, paying homage 
to a culture that Newton had brutally ravaged

11. Grace for ourselves and for others

a. Walk in the grace God has given you for whatever He has forgiven you 

b. Do not “disgrace” others, but “grace” them with the same grace you have re-
ceived

c. Revelation 22:21 – “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

Discussion Questions

1. Read John 8:1-11 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time.

2. How do churches sometimes miss the proper balance of sin and grace? What is a good 
strategy to prevent this? (See #2 above)

3. What is the definition of grace? (See #3e above)

4. Read Psalm 145:8, John 1:14 and 17, and Ephesians 2:7-9. Discuss three key attributes 
of grace. (See #4 above)

5. What was the intention of the religious leaders who brought the woman before Jesus? 
How do we know? (See #5d above)

6. Reread John 8:7-9. Discuss the implications of Jesus’ answer to the religious leaders’ 
question, both for the woman in the story and for us today. (See #7a above)

7. Reread John 8:10-11. Why is it important that Jesus gave the woman grace and also 
confronted her sin? What does it look like in our lives when Jesus does the same for 
us? (See #8a above)
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8. Discuss a time you struggled to receive God’s grace or extend that same grace to oth-
ers. (See #9a-i and #9a-ii above)

9. How should our approach to grace look? (See #11 above)

10. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer.

* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV)
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