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October 23, 2022 

“Love Like Jesus” 
John 13:33-35 

Pastor Gary Hamrick 

 
Jesus tells us to “love one another” as He has loved us, and that when we do, it will show 

the world that we are His disciples—but how is love defined in the Bible? How are we to 

demonstrate this kind of love to others? The world today defines love in a very different 
way. It uses “love” as a cover for tolerating and accepting all kinds of sinful behavior, and 

if you object, you are labeled as unloving. Yet true love reflects the love of the Lord as 

revealed in the Bible—sometimes it’s tough, sometimes tender; sometimes confronting, 
sometimes caring; sometimes challenging, sometimes encouraging. Our job is to know 

Jesus so that we can show the love of Jesus to a world that needs to know His 

transforming love.  
 

1. John 13:33-35 – “Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek 
Me; and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say 
to you. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

a. Chapters 13-17 are known as “the Upper Room Discourse” 
i. These five chapters are almost entirely the words of Jesus—His final 

words in a private setting with His disciples just before He’s crucified 
ii. In verses 33-35, Jesus instructed the disciples on the topic of love 

1. Jesus mentioned love four times in two verses 

2. He specifically referenced the type of love that would identify 
the disciples with Jesus 

3. He referred to the disciples as “little children” 

a. Little children in the Greek is teknion, which was a term of 
endearment 

 

2. Why was the instruction to love one another a “new commandment?” 
a. In the Old Testament, the highest standard of love for others was self-love 

i. Leviticus 19:18b – “…but you shall love your neighbor as yourself…” 
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b. Jesus set a new standard: “…as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.” 

i. Jesus loves sacrificially, selflessly, unconditionally, and eternally 

c. True love is neither comfortable nor convenient 
d. If God commands us to do something, it is because that thing does not come 

naturally to us 
e. To love others when it is not convenient, felt, or reciprocated requires the 

grace of God 
i. When we focus on how much God loves us, He gives us the capacity 

to love as He does 
f. 1 John 4:7-11 – “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested 
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 
 

3. What is love? 
a. The English language is limited in its expression of love, but the Greek 

provides more distinction: 
i. Storge means “family love” 
ii. Eros means “romantic love” 
iii. Philia means “brotherly/friendship” love 
iv. Agapē means “supreme love” 

b. In John 13:33-35, Jesus was referring to agapē love 

c. This type of love is part of God’s character 
i. To offer agapē love to others, we must know Jesus 

d. Love is often used as an excuse for “blanket protection” for every kind of 

immoral behavior 
i. At no time in the Bible is God’s love equated with limitless tolerance 

for sinful behavior 

ii. It would be unloving for God to leave us in our sin 

e. Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

4.  How are we to show love? 
a. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 – “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 

not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” (1984 NIV) 
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i. Patient – Since God is patient toward us, not wanting any to perish (2 

Peter 3:9), we show love to others when we are patient with those who 

annoy us or have wronged us 

ii. Kind – Kindness is an attribute of God (it’s His kindness that leads us 
to repentance - Romans 2:4).  When we show kindness to others, we 

are demonstrating the love of God 

iii. Does not envy - Envy is a destructive sin of wanting what you do not 
have or resenting those who do. Love keeps its distance from envy and 

honors others for who they are or for what they’ve accomplished 

iv. Does not boast – Love can work anonymously. It doesn’t need the 
limelight or crave the attention 

v. Not proud – Love gives and serves without expecting the praise of 

others; it is not arrogant or self-promoting 
vi. Not rude – Love shows respect for others; it is polite and not abrasive 

vii. Not self-seeking – Love is not selfish; it gives preference to the needs 

of others 
viii. Not easily angered – Love shows restraint; it doesn’t get easily irritated 

with outbursts of anger 

ix. Does not keep record of wrongs – Love doesn’t revisit the past and 
remind others of their mistakes or failures.   

1. Proverbs 10:12 – “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins.”  
x. Does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth – Love does not 

tolerate or celebrate sin; true love promotes and celebrates the truth 

xi. Always protects – You protect the ones you love: spiritually, 

emotionally, and physically 
xii. Always trusts – Love believes the best of others and always gives the 

benefit of the doubt 

xiii. Always hopes – Love has confidence in the future and hopes for the 
best. When disappointed, love does not say, “it will always be like this.”  

Love hopes in God 

xiv. Always perseveres – Love does not give up.  In the same way God has 
loved us, so we love others even when we may not be loved in return 

1. 1 John 4:10 – “In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

b. John 13:35 – “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” 

 
Discussion Questions 

 

1. Read John 13:33-35 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time. 

2. Why was the instruction to love one another a “new commandment?” (See #2a and 

#2b above) 
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3. Why does God have to command us to love one another? (See #2d above) 

4. Read 1 John 4:7-11. How can we learn to love one another? (See #2e and #2f 

above) 

5. What are some of the ways the Greek language defines love? What type of love 

was Jesus referring to in John 13:33-35? (See #3a and #3b above) 

6. Have you ever used love as a reason to excuse sinful behavior? What does true 

love look like when addressing sin? (See #3d above) 

7. Read Romans 5:8. What is God’s greatest example of agapē love? (See #3e 

above) 

8. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. How are we to show love? Discuss the different 
elements of love listed in 1 Corinthians 13. Are there any elements that you find 

difficult to exemplify? (See #4a above) 

9. Read John 13:35. How does our love for one another identify us with Christ? (See 

#4b above) 

10. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 


