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“Who is the Holy Spirit?” 
John 14:15-18, 25-28; 15:26-27; 16:5-15 

Pastor Gary Hamrick 

 
Jesus talked more about the Holy Spirit than any other single subject during his closing 

words to the disciples gathered in the Upper Room for their last Passover together. He 

wanted to assure them that even though He was going away (when he ascended back 
into heaven after His crucifixion and resurrection), he would not leave them as orphans. 

He would send the “Helper” or “Counselor” or “Comforter” to be with them—the Holy 

Spirit. But who is the Holy Spirit? And what is the role of the Holy Spirit in the world today 
and in the life of the believer?   

 

1. John 14:15-18, 25-28; 15:26-27; 16:5-15 – “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 
And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide 
with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will 
be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. ... These things I have 
spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give 
to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming 
back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the 
Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. … But when the Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He 
will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me 
from the beginning. … But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks 
Me, ‘Where are You going? But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of 
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, 
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because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for 
He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are 
Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.” 
 

2. Continuation of the Upper Room Discourse 
a. Jesus’ final private conversation with His disciples before His crucifixion 
b. Applicable to believers today 

 
3. The gift of the Holy Spirit  

a. Jesus assured His disciples that after His crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension into heaven, He would not leave them as “orphans;” God would 

send them a “Helper” in the form of the Holy Spirit 
b. The NIV uses the word Counselor 
c. The KJV uses the word Comforter 
d. Helper in the Greek is paraklētos 

i. Para – “Near, with, beside” 
ii. Kaleó  – “To call”  
iii. The Holy Spirit is called alongside of us to help us, counsel us, and 

comfort us 
 

4. The person of the Holy Spirit 
a. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity—one God who reveals 

Himself in a plurality of three persons:  God the Father, God the Son 

(Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit 

i. Genesis 1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness.’”   

b. The Holy Spirit has always existed being co-equal and co-eternal with God 

i. Genesis 1:2 – “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.” 

c. All three representations of the Trinity were present at the baptism of Jesus 
i. Mark 1:10-11 – “And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw 

the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. 
Then a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.’”  

d. The Holy Spirit is not an “it” or a “force;” He has all the attributes of 

personality  
i. Mind 
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1. 1 Corinthians 2:11 – “For what man knows the things of a man 
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one 
knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.” 

ii. Will 
1. 1 Corinthians 12:11 – “But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” 
iii. Emotion 

1. Ephesians 4:30 – “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” 
 

5. The role of the Holy Spirit 

a. Saving role 

i. John 14:17b – “…For He dwells with you, and will be in you.” 
ii. No one comes to Christ without the Holy Spirit’s influence 

iii. John 6:44 – “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

b. Teaching role 

i. John 14:26 – “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.” 

ii. The ability to understand the Bible and call to mind things God said 

comes from the Holy Spirit 
iii. 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 – “We have not received the spirit of the world 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by 
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual 
truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” (1984 NIV) 

c. Testifying role 
i. John 15:26-27 – “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the 
Father, He will testify of Me.  And you also will bear witness, because 
you have been with Me from the beginning.” 

ii. When we are obedient to speak about God to others, the Holy Spirit 

will often provide us with the words to say 
iii. Luke 12:12 – “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what 

you ought to say.” 
d. Convicting Role 

i. John 16:7-8 – “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage 
that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.  And when He has come, 
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He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment…” 

ii. Sin is the reality of mankind’s nature, and righteousness is God’s 

nature—we should be thankful that God convicts us and does not 
leave us in our sin 

e. Guiding Role 

i. John 16:13a – “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth…” 

ii. There is an assault on truth—we need God’s Spirit to discern truth  
iii. John 17:17 – “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read John 14:15-18, 25-28; 15:26-27; 16:5-15 to provide a foundation for your Bible 

study time. 

2. Jesus described the Holy Spirit as a “helper.” How does the Holy Spirit help us? 

(See #3d-iii above) 

3. Who is the Holy Spirit? (See #4a above) 

4. Discuss the concept of the Trinity. Have you ever struggled to understand the 

Trinity? (See #4 above) 

5. Read John 6:44. What is the “saving role” of the Holy Spirit? (See #5a above) 

6. Read John 14:26 and 1 Corinthians 2:12-14. How does the Holy Spirit teach us? 

(See #5b above) 

7. Read John 15:26-27. What is the “testifying role” of the Holy Spirit? (See #5c 

above) 

8. Read Luke 12:12. Have you ever experienced this in your own life? (See #5c-ii and 

#5c-iii above)  

9. Read John 16:7-8. Why should we be grateful for the Holy Spirit’s conviction? 

(See #5d above) 

10. Read John 16:13. Why is the “guiding role” of the Holy Spirit important? (See #5e 

above) 

11. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 
* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 


