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December 18, 2022 

“God Chose You” 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Pastor Tyler Hamrick 

 
Matthew 1 takes us to the scene of Joseph taking Mary as his wife and adopting Jesus as 

his own. God chose Joseph for a specific purpose—to raise His only Son. Joseph’s 

example gives us a glimpse of God the Father, who loves us and has chosen us for a 
specific purpose. How can we apply this wonderful promise to our own lives? 

 

1. Matthew 1:18-25 – “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly.   But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us.’ When Joseph woke 
up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as 
his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 
him the name Jesus.”  
 

2. Joseph 
a. There are no recorded words of Joseph anywhere in Scripture 

b. He was righteous and just 

i. Joseph listened to and obeyed God 
c. He was a carpenter 

d. He was betrothed to Mary 

i. Betrothal 
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1. In Jewish culture, couples would exchange vows and become 
legally married but not live together or consummate the 

marriage for a year 

2. The husband would spend the year building an addition to his 
father’s house and preparing to bring his wife home 

3. At the end of the year, there would be a week-long wedding 

feast and then the marriage would be consummated  
ii. Mary became pregnant with Jesus during the betrothal period 

1. Joseph did not immediately know that the baby was the Son of 

God 
e. He was merciful and compassionate 

i. Jewish law would allow Joseph to divorce Mary either publicly or 

privately 
1. Public divorce would result in formal charges and possible 

stoning in addition to the divorce 

2. Private divorce would result in only the divorce 
ii. Joseph intended to divorce Mary privately, but an angel appeared to 

him in a dream and explained why Mary was pregnant and that the 

baby was the Son of God 
f. He was faithful 

i. He stayed committed to Mary 

ii. He adopted Jesus as his own 
iii. He loved and led his family 

g. He never questioned or complained about what God was asking of him 

i. An angel appeared to him and gave him instructions four times in 
chapter 1 and chapter 2, and Joseph always did what the angel 

commanded 

1. Matthew 1:20 – “But after he had considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’”  

2. Matthew 2:13 – “When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’”  

3. Matthew 2:19-20 – “After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take 
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child's life are dead.’”  

4. Matthew 2:22b – “…Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee.”  
 

3. Joseph modeled the character of God 
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a. God is righteous 
i. Psalm 11:7 – “For the righteous LORD loves justice. The virtuous will see 

his face.” (NLT) 
b. God is compassionate, merciful, and faithful 

i. Psalm 86:15 – “But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy, 
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.” (NLT) 

c. God adopted us and loves us. 
i. Ephesians 1:4-5 – “Even before he made the world, God loved us and 

chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.  God decided 
in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself 
through Jesus Christ…” (NLT) 

 

4. Joseph may have considered, “Why me?”  
a. King David wondered why God chose him to be king 

i. 2 Samuel 7:18b – “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, 
that you have brought me this far?” 

b. Moses wondered why God chose him to lead the Hebrew people out of Egypt 

i. Exodus 3:11b – “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 
 

5. Why did God choose any of us? 

a. 1 Corinthians 1:26-28a – “Brothers, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things.” 

b. His passion  
i. 1 John 3:1 – “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that 

we should be called children of God!” 
ii. God chose us because He loves us 

c. His plan 

i. John 15:16 – “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last…” 

ii. God chose us because He desires us to live as Jesus did, bear fruit, and 

live a holy, godly life 

d. His praise 
i. 1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

ii. God chose us so that the glory would be His—He wants the praise 

e. He has a specific purpose for each of us 
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A Strange Way to Save the World 

Lyrics by Mark Harris, Donald Koch, and David Allen Clark 

To think of how it could have been 
If Jesus had come as He deserved 

There would have been no Bethlehem 

No lowly shepherds at His birth 
 

But Joseph knew the 

Reason love had to reach so far 
And as he held the Savior in his arms 

He must have thought 

 
Why me, I'm just a simple man of trade 

Why Him with all the rulers in the world 

Why here inside this stable filled with hay 
Why her, she's just an ordinary girl 

Now I'm not one to second guess 

What angels have to say 
But this is such a strange way to save the world 

 

 
 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read Matthew 1:18-25 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time. 

2. Discuss the character of Joseph. How was he righteous? How did he model mercy 

and compassion? How did he display faithfulness? (See #2b, #2e and #2f above) 

3. Compare Joseph’s character with that of God. How is God righteous, merciful, 

and faithful? (See #3 above) 

4. Read 2 Samuel 7:18b and Exodus 3:11b. Have you ever wondered why God chose 

you for a specific task or calling? (See #4 above) 

5. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-28a. How does God’s method for choosing people 

contrast with that of the world? (See #5a above) 

6. Read 1 John 3:1. Discuss the significance of God’s love for us. (See #5b above) 

7. Read John 15:16. How do we fit into God’s plan? (See #5c above) 

8. Read 1 Peter 2:9. What are some practical ways that we can bring praise to God 
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through the way we live our lives? (See #5d above)  

9. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 

* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the 1984 New International Version 


