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February 12, 2023 

“The Gift of Tongues” 
Acts 2:1-13 

Pastor Gary Hamrick 

 
In this study, Pastor Gary teaches about one of the gifts of the Spirit—known as 

“tongues’’—manifested in Acts 2. Tongues is a known language, except to the person 

speaking, that God gives a Believer for the purpose of prayer and/or praise to God. Is the 
gift of tongues still available today? Should all Believers speak in tongues? And why 

would God give the gift of a language to people who cannot understand it themselves? 

Pastor Gary addresses these and other key questions in this teaching on the gift of 
tongues. 

 

1. Acts 2:1-13 – “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there 
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude 
came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own 
language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, 
are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own 
language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling 
in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the 
wonderful works of God.’ So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘Whatever could this mean?’ Others mocking said, ‘They are full of new 
wine.’”  
 

2. Jesus’ followers received the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
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a. Jesus had introduced the concept of the baptism of the Holy Spirit to His 
followers prior to His ascension into heaven 

i. Acts 1:4-5 – “And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard from Me; for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.’”  

b. All Believers receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the moment of 

salvation, but the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a separate empowering of the 

Holy Spirit subsequent to salvation 
c. In Acts 2, on the day of Pentecost, about one hundred twenty Believers 

received the baptism of the Holy Spirit when the Holy Spirit came upon them 

in power 
 

3. Three phenomena associated with Pentecost in Acts 2 
a. Audible (verse 2) 

i. The sound as a mighty, rushing wind 
b. Visual (verse 3) 

Like flames of fire lighting on each person 
c. Verbal (verse 4) 

i. People speaking in other “tongues” (languages) 

ii. There were two reactions to Jesus’ followers speaking in tongues in 
Acts 2 

1. Some people were curious  

a. Acts 2:12 – “Whatever could this mean?” 
2. Some people were critical 

a. Acts 2:13 – “They are full of new wine.” 
3. People today often have similar views regarding the concept of 

tongues 

 

4. What is “tongues?” 
a. Tongues is a known language, except to the person speaking, that God gives 

a Believer for the purpose of prayer and/or praise to God 

b. The first mention of tongues in Scripture is in the Gospel of Mark 
i. Mark 16:17-18 – “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My 

name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they 
will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

c. In 1 Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul included tongues in a list of spiritual gifts 

d. In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul provided instructions regarding how the gift of 
tongues should operate 
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5. Was the gift of tongues limited to the first-century Church or is it still available for 
Believers today? 

a. 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 – “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is 
knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but 
then I shall know just as I also am known.” 

i. There are two interpretations of the phrase in verse 10, “But when that 
which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”  

1. Some people believe that verse 10 is in reference to the 
completion of Scripture, and therefore they believe that the gifts 

of the Spirit have ceased as Scripture is complete 

a. This view was developed at the turn of the twentieth 
century as a fundamentalist response to the birth of the 

Pentecostal movement 

b. Prior to this, theologians had agreed that the gifts were 
still available  

2. When considered in the context of verses 11 and 12—where Paul 

used “now and then” statements to compare the experience of 
the Believer on earth with the experience of the Believer in 

heaven, verse 10 refers to the perfection of the Believer in 

heaven, not the completion of the Bible  
a. Therefore, all the gifts are still available today 

 

6. If the gift of tongues is still available today, why would God give the gift of a 
language to people who cannot understand it themselves? 

a. Most people, at times, struggle to communicate clearly—language is both a 

“bridge and a barrier” 
b. The gift of tongues allows a person to bypass language and communicate 

directly to the heart of the Lord 

c. It is a gift of prayer and praise to God  
i. Acts 2:11 – “Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God.” 
ii. Acts 10:46a – “For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify 

God.” 
iii. 1 Corinthians 14:2 – “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to 

men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he 
speaks mysteries.” 

iv. Tongues is not a prophetic message to people 
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7. Scripture discourages tongues in public worship services 
a. 1 Corinthians 14:18-19 – “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you 

all; yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.” 

b. 1 Corinthians 14:23 – “Therefore if the whole church comes together in one 
place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are 
uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?” 

 

8. Am I supposed to speak in tongues? 

a. God does not give every Believer the gift of tongues, but every Believer has 
one or more gifts of the Spirit 

i. 1 Corinthians 12:29-30 – “Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do 
all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?” 

   
9. Is tongues the evidence for the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  

a. Tongues can be AN evidence of the baptism of Holy Spirit, but it is not THE 

evidence 

b. 1 Corinthians 13:1 – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.” 

c. The evidence for the baptism of the Holy Spirit is love 

i. 1 Corinthians 13:13 – “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.” 

ii. 1 Corinthians 14:1a – “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts…” 
 

10. Wait upon the Lord for the gifts He wants to give you 

a. It is never wrong to want more of the Lord 

b. Be cautious and open, not closed and critical  
c. 1 Peter 4:10-11 – “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, 

as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him 
speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 
ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.”  

 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read Acts 2:1-13 to provide a foundation for your Bible study time. 

2. Discuss the difference between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the time of 

salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. (See #2b) 
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3. How did people react to the Believers speaking in tongues in Acts 2? Compare 
this with common attitudes toward tongues in the Church today. (See #3c-ii 

above) 

4. What is the definition of tongues? (See #4a above) 

5. Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-12. Is the gift of tongues still available to the Church 

today? Why or why not? (See #5 above) 

6. Read Acts 2:11, Acts 10:46a, and 1 Corinthians 14:2. What is the purpose of the 

gift of tongues? (See #6 above) 

7. Does Scripture offer parameters for the expression of the gift of tongues? (See 

#7 above) 

8. Should everyone speak in tongues? (See #8 above) 

9. Is tongues an evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit? What is the evidence of 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit? (See #9 above) 

10. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11. How should we view the gifts of the Spirit? (See #10 above) 

11. Close your meeting by allowing the Holy Spirit to lead your time of prayer. 

 
* Unless noted, all Scriptures quoted are from the New King James Version (NKJV) 


